June 4, 2025

External Review of Nurbakyt Bokebayev's PhD Dissertation
Title: Circus as Performance of Contemporary Culture

| had the pleasure of engaging with Mr. Nurbakyt Bokebayev's rcse‘arch dunpg his
doctoral studies at Al-Farabi Kazakh National University. As an international ac?vxsor‘, |
followed his progress closely and contributed to academic discussions related to hl.S topic.
His research topic — the circus as a form of performative culture and national identity
work — 1s highly relevant and original, especially within the post-Soviet context wl}ere
institutions such as the Kazakh State Circus have undergone significant tra.nsformatlon.
Mr. Bokebayev convincingly shows that the circus is not merely an entertainment genre

but a living cultural archive where body, myth, memory, and pcrfom}ange intersect. His
work is particularly timely in the wake of global debates on decolonization and cultural

heritage.
The Circus as a Performative Space of Cultural Memory

The dissertation interprets the circus as a performative institution \.vherc nauopal
identity is symbolically reconfigured. Through field research and theoretical grounding
in performance studies (Schechner, Turner, Butler), Mr. Bokebayev argues that the
Kazakh circus has evolved from a Soviet ideological tool into a space of .Ct‘xlmral
affirmation and experimentation. Drawing on J udith Butler’s theory of performativity, he
shows how identity is not merely represented but produced through repeated embodied
acts —— such as horse acrobatics (jigitovka), musical symbolism, and pre-show rituals
rooted in Kazakh customs.

His perspective is enriched by his own ethnographic immersion in the Kazakh State
Circus, where he documented artistic practices, oral histories, and performative rituals
that reveal how post-Soviet artists remnterpret both Soviet and pre-Soviet performance
codes. This methodological depth allows the dissertation to speak both to local audiences
and to global scholarly debates on postcolonial identity reconstruction.

Creative Begetting and the Reworking of Soviet Legacies |
A distinctive contribution of this work is the theoretical framework of “creative

begetting” — a term used to describe how artists and organizations collaboratively
reimagine inherited forms. In Mr. Bokebayev’s analysis, Soviet circus aesthetics are not
simply rejected but carefully dismantled, re-coded, and reimagined through Kazakh
narrative, dress, and spiritual practices. His cas¢ study of Nomad Stunts, for example,
shows how traditional horse-riding skills and martial aesthetics have been globalized
through film and spectacle, turning Kazakh performative traditions into exportable
cultural brands.

Theoretical and Methodological Strengths
Mr. Bokebayev's dissertation demonstrates an impressive command of

interdisciplinary literature, engaging with performance theory, anthropology, philosophy,
and cultural studies. He introduces a layered code structure in his ethnographic analysis
- combining first-order narratives, second-order themes, and third-order conceptual

categories (€.g., purposive scanning, identity reinforcing). His application of epigenetic
identity alteration to organizational transfonmation in the circus is not only innovative but
| could inform future research on postcolonial institutions more broadly.

Final Assessment
i This dissertation is theoretically rich, methodologically rigorous, and culturally

‘ significant. It makes an original contribution to the fields of cultural studies, performance
| studies, and Central Asian scholarship. By illuminating how the Kazakh circus operates
as a space of memory, ritual, and national imagination, Mr. Bokebayev offers both a
scholarly intervention and a roadmap for culturally grounded institutional innovation.

I confidently support his candidacy and wish him ¢very success in his upcoming

defense and future academic endeavors.

Sincerely, M.__A &

| S Adm——

Dr. Mahmoud Masaeli

Former (retired) Professor of International Law, International Relations, and
Political Ethics,

Founder and Executive Director of the Global Think Tank: Alternative
Perspectives and Global Concems, Canada (https://apge.ca)
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Hypbakbim bokebaeembiy PhD QapexeciH any ywiH YCbIHFaH
duccepmayusicbIHa ChIPMKbI niKip

TakbipblObl: «lupk - 3amaHayu medeHuemmiy nepghopmMaHCMbIK
Ky6bInbICbl pemiHde»

Maran  on-®apabu  aTbIHIArhb] Kazak  WITTBIK YHHUBEPCUTETIHIH
JIOKTOpaHTypaceiHaa Oulim anran HypOGakpir BokebGaeB MbIp3aHbIH FhUIBIMU
371eHICIH OaKblIay MYMKIHAIT Oyiibipabt. XanbKapaiblk FBUIBIMM KEHECIT peTiH/e
MEH OHbIH 3epTTey OapbICBIH MYKMAT Kajarasarl, KOTEPIIreH FbUIBIMU MaceJieliep
KOHIHJICT1 aKaIeMHUSUIBIK TiKipTasacTapra KaTbICTBIM.

Jvccepranus TakpIppIObl — LUPKTI 1epHOPMATUBTIK MOJAEHHET (OPMACHI
JKOHE YJITTBIK O1pereiiKTi KypacThlpy NpakTHKAChl PETiH/Ie KapacThIpy - ©3€KTiIirl
MEH epeKIIesIeHel. Ocipece MOCTKEHECTIK KoHTeKeTe, Ka3zak MEMIIEKETTIK [UPKI
CUSKTbl MHCTUTYTTAp ejieyil TpaHnchopMaLusira yiuslparaH Ke3eHze, Oy 3epTTey
epeKilie MaHbI3fa He. bokebaeB MbIp3a HUPK TEK OMBIH-CAyBIK YKaHPbI €MEC, «Tipi
MJJIEHH MyparaT» €KEHIH, OHJa JeHe, MU, JKaJbl JKOHE CaXHAIBIK OPEKET
TOFBICATBIHBIH JJIEJIAL Typae Kepcereni. byn enbek Kasipri yakpITra sxahaHabik

JICHIeH /1€ OpIC ajJlFaH JEKOJIOHU3ALMsI MEH MOIEHH Mypa TaKbIPBIOBIHIAFE] FEIJIBIMUA
TAJIKbLIAyJIap asiChIH/1a alpPbIKLIA ©3€KTI.

[lupk - MoIeHH KaAThIH NepGOPMATUBTIK KEHICTIT PETIH/e

Jluccepraumsiia UUPK YJITTBIK OIpereiiikTl CHMBOJABIK TYpPFbIa KaiTa
Kypylibl IepGOopMaTUBTIK HHCTUTYT peTIHAE TyclHaipiieni. Astop Illexuep,
Tepuep xone batnepain nepdopMaHc Teopusiiapbiia cylieHe oTeipbln, Kasakcran
IUPKI KEHECTIK ME0JIOTHSIIBIK KypaJllaH MOJICHU O31HIK OEKITY MEH 9KCIIEpUMEHT
aJaHbIHA JAeHiHT] DBOJIOLUSIIBIK YKOJI/Ibl OTKEHI TypaJibl AOMEKT] YaXKAep KelTipeii.
Jlxyaut batnepain nepGopMaTUBTUIIK TEOPUSCHIH KOJIZAHA OTBIPBII, 3€pTTeyIl
TYIFAIBIK JKOHE YJITTBIK HMJIEHTHYHOCTb JKau FaHAa «KOPCETUIMEH», Ol
KaliTaJaHAaThIH JEHEeJIK opeKeTTep apKbUIbl OHIMIPUICAL I TYXXBIPbIM/IAW/IbI.
Mynpaii  opekerTepre JKUTMTOBKA, MY3BIKAJIBIK CHMBOJMKA KOHE —Kasak
JdCTYpIsiepiHeH OacTay ajaThblH JKaHa KOMBUIBIMJIAP aJIJIbIHAAFBI PACIMJIED KaTa/lbl.
ABTOp/EIH Ke3Kapachl OHbIH Kazak MeMICKETTIK LMPKIHIK UIBIFAPMALIBUTBLK
OMIpiHe 3THOrpadusUIbIK TYPFbIJa TikeJied KATBICYbIHBIH HOTHIXKECIHJE TepeHJIei
Tycken. O eHepna:;ﬂapﬂbIH TO)KIpUOECIH, aybI3lIa  TApPUXTapbIH  JKOHE
nephopMaTUBTIK paciMAEPIH KyxKaTTall, [TOCTKEHECTIK 9pTICTePAIH KEHECTIK KoHe
KeHecke neHiHri opbIHAYIIBUIBIK KOATApAbl Kajad jKaHalla IaibIMIadThIHBIH

Kopcerenl. MyHaau gaicTeMeNIK TepeHIIK AHCCEPTAllA B! dp1 XKepruiikri, api
KahaHpIk akaneMUsIIBIK KaybIMAACThIKTapMCt TL1IECTIPE aJlajibl.

. el I_I \/
«UIprrapmampiiplk cuHeprus» KoHe KeHeCTIK MypaHbl KahTa ImanbM/ay



YKyMBICTBIH €pEeKIIe YJIECl - aBTOP €HIi3reH «LIbIFapMalibUIbIK CHHEPTU YFBIMbI.
ByJ1 YFBIM apKbUIbI 9PTICTEP MEH yHbIMIAp/IblH MypajiaHraH (opMasapabl Oipiece
caiita oitnan Taby yzaepici cunarranaasl. bokeGaeB MpIp3aHblH eHOETiH/IE KEHECTIK
qMpK ~ OCTETHKAchl TiKeneW Tepicke IIBIFApbUIMAiJbl; O  HI3IK  TYPAE
IeKOHCTPYKUMSAJIAHBII, KAMTa KOATAJIbII, Ka3aKbl HAppaTHB, KOCTIOM JKOHE pyXaHH-
FYPBINTHIK TPAKTHKAIAap apKbUIbl jKaHalla KypblUIabl. byraH aWKblH MBICAT -
Nomad Stunts kackajepnep TOGBIHBIH ToKipubeci: AoCTypii aT yCTi ©Hepl MeH
(KAyBIHI€PIIIK» ICTETHKA KMHO jKoHe LI0Y caiajiapbl apKplibl Xkahan1aHAbIPBUIBIIL,
kazak 1epGOPMATUBTIK IOCTYpiepi 9SKCIOPTTANaThiH MOJEHH OpeHarepre

apHaiya.
TeopHsJIBIK XKOHE 9ICTEMEIIIK acIeKTLIep

JluccepTalsia aBToOp MoHApalbIK 9e0ueTTepil TepeH MEHIepreHiH KepceTe/l -
nepdOpMaHC TEOPHUSICHIH, aHTPOINOJNOTHAHBI, (GUIOCO(PUs MEH MOACHHUCTTAHY/IbI
yIITacThlpa KOJIAAHFaH. ODTHOrpaQUsUIbIK Talaayna ol KOIAEHIelIl KoaTay
Kyilecin eHrisim, OipiHul JAeHrei/erl HAppaTHBTEp/i, eKiHIi JeHrei/er:
TaKBIPBINTAP/bl JKOHE YIIIHII JeHreier: TYKbIphIMAAMabIK KaTeropuiiapibl
(MBICAJIBI, «MAKCATThl CKAHEPIIEYD, «MIEHTUYHOCTIH HBIFaIobD») OipikTipeal. Liupk
yIBIMBIHBIH,  TpaHC(OpMalUACHIH TYCIHAIpYAE KOJIJIaHbIIFaH CAAEHTUYHOCTIH
SIUreHeTUKAJIBIK ~ MOJUGMUKALMACED  YFBIMBI  ThIH opi  TOCTKOJIOHHUSIIBIK
HHCTUTYTTApP/Ibl 3€PTTEYIH OOJIallarsl VILiH MaHbI3/(bl OAFBIT YCHIHA/IEL.

KopsIThIHABI Oara

ypFBIZIa TEPeH, OICTEeMEIK JKaFblHAH JKYHes

YChIHBUIFAH JKYMBIC TEOPHSJIBIK 1
JKoHe MoJeHM MAaHBI3JBUIBIFBI  JKOFaphl. On MoJeHUeTTaHy, nephopMaHC

seprreynepi koHe OpTalbK A3ii sepTTEyNiepiHe ©3iHJIK yiec Kocaibl. Ka3ak
WMPKIHIH JKaJ, paciM jKoHe YITTHIK KHA KEHICTIr peTiHAer! KbI3METIH allbIIl
kepcete OTBIpbI, bokebaeB MbIP3a FRUIBIMU JKQHAJIBIKIIEH KaTap MOJECHMETKE

Heriae/red HHCTATYIIMOHAJIBIK JKAHFBIPY KO KapTachblH YCbIHA/IBI.

MeH OHBIH KaHauaaTypachlH TOJBIK KOJIJJal OTBIPBII, alllafbl KOpray/a JKoHC

FBUTBIMHY KOJIBIHIA TaOBIC TIIEHMIH.

Kypmernesn,
Maxmyo Macaznu, PhD

XanplkapaiblK KYKBIK waIpIKapaJplK KaTbIHACTAp JKOHC casici 3THUKa OOMBIHIIA
qupMeTTFi) (3eﬁHeTKe£)) npogeccop; Alternative Perspectives and Global

Concerns arTpl  JkahapplK — Talady opTaJIbIFBIHBIH HeriziH KaJayllbl JKOHE

[IPE3UIEHTI,
Kanana (https:/apge.ca/)




